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Differences in Communication Based on Gender
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TABLE 1. Stereotypical gender categorization of SJ and HKD sentence-final particles.

Strongly Moderately Moderately Strongly
Masculine Masculine Neutral Feminine Feminine
HKD (kke’; ga na; de; non;
kai, nen/ten; shi,
de ne; na;

walna; va

ST zo; da vo; kai; VB/ADI+ yvo ne; mon/o; kashira
ze; ka na; mon na, VB/ADI+ ne; NOM + ne; VB/ADI+ no(yvo)(ne);
na VB/ADJ+ yo na; wal; O noT ~te + ne VB/ADI+ wa(yvo)(ne);

sa; VB/ADJ+ yo; (request); NOM + na no(vo);
jan; vB/ADI+ nol; Nom+ vo; waT




@® (HKD) = “Hanshinkan Kansai Dialect”.

@ (SJ) = Standard Japanese.
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(b) tegami-o kai-ta no. (Female*)

Imperative deletion (V - te - [V] =V - te - ¢)

(2)—(a) tegami-o kai-te-kure. (Male)
letter-ACC write-&-give
‘Write a letter for me.’

(b) tegami-o kai-te (7). (Female*)

2.2 In the above-mentioned study (Reynolds 1985), I attempted to show
that most linguistic rules applying only if the speaker is female have the effect
of reducing assertion, or expressing formality or politeness (hearer orienta- (3)—(a) ftegami-o kaku ka (). (Male)
tion), which indicates that the social foundation of female speech is a sex- letter-ACC write Q
segregated hierarchical society in which women are viewed as inferior. Some
examples of such rules may be in order. (See Reynolds (1985) for more

Interrogative deletion (S - ka — S - ¢)

‘Will you write a letter 7’

detailed illustration of each rule.) (b) tegami-o kaku (/). (Female)
A. Rules of assertion reduction B. Rules of formality
Copula deletion (NP - COPULA — NP - ¢) . ) _
(4) tegami-o  kaki-masi-ta no. (Female)
()—(a) tegami-o kai-ta no  da. (Male) letter-ACC write-FORM-PAST NOM

letter-ACC wrote NOM COP
‘It is that [ wrote a letter.’

‘1 wrote a letter.
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